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never knew your father/5 an Irish member said to
Mr. Austen Chamberlain in the troublous times of the
Second Home Rule Bill, "until we saw him with you.
I can only say I wish that my son's relations with me
were like yours with your father.3' In later years, when
Mr. Joseph Chamberlain was incapacitated by illness,
the son wrote a daily commentary on men and events.
Much of this he published not long before his own
death under the title of Politics from Inside. The book
is not only a mine of information on the period with
which it deals, but it shows a family as united as any
in the British Isles. It only remains to add that when,
in 19065 Mr. Austen Chamberlain married Miss Ivy
Dundas, he created a household of his own which was
to be as happy as that from which he had sprung.

As was to be the case with his younger brother, he
was sent to Rugby, but from there he went to Trinity
College, Cambridge, whereas Neville went to Birming-
ham University.

In the annals of the Political Society it is recorded
that in 1884 "Mr. Austen Chamberlain read a short
but practical paper on the Russian action in relation
to the Irish Land question". At various times he
declared that a single Chamber system was desirable,
that Cobden was "a statesman of a high order", and
that it was not desirable that "the United Kingdom
should remain the centre of a great Empire", but he
held even then that "an Irish Parliament would be a
rebel Parliament".

In later years, I sometimes fancy, Mr. Austen
Chamberlain rather regretted that he had not had any
business experience, but in the eighties and nineties of
last century no one realized that the day would come
when ex-Cabinet ministers would be driven to the